
You find a sword in the forest. 
The sword speaks and asks 
you to carry them to the 
castle beyond the lake.

You would enjoy some 
company Do all swords talk??

You hope they’ll 
compensate you for 
your time and effort

You are excited to be 
spending time with 
such a ravishing 
creature

You set off on your 
journey. What 
question do you ask 
to fill the silence?

You ask the sword their 
name

You don’t ask 
anything

You ask the sword how 
many people they’ve 
killed

You ask the sword if 
they come there often

The sword asks you 
about yourself. 
What do you tell 
them?

Your dreams of seeing 
the world beyond your 
village

You don’t ask 
anything

To mind their own 
business

That you’re single and 
looking

You come across a 
clearing with a view 
of the lake. The 
sword asks you to 
describe the view.

It’s beautiful. You 
describe it in detail.

You can see that the 
sun is going 
down–you’d better 
hurry.

Can they not witness it 
themselves?

The orange glow of the 
sunset reflects on their 
blade most handsomely

Your destination is 
within view–the 
crumbling castle 
beyond the lake

You’ve enjoyed 
speaking with them

It was nice to go on 
a walk You are glad it’s over You will miss them 

terribly

You bring the sword 
inside.

They consider you to be a 
true friend and invite you to 
live with them within the 
castle.

They thank you for your 
time and you head home.

One of the other 
inhabitants of the castle 
strikes you down for your 
insolence.

You take the sword to bed.

This story takes place in a fantasy world that overcame a war just before the 
protagonist’s birth. Neighboring kingdoms tore each other to shreds and now none 
stand victorious–there are no lords or kings, just cooperation and an appreciation 
for a quiet life lived in harmony with nature. The protagonist has never known 
bloodshed or weaponry, so it takes them by surprise when they discover a sword 
lying in the dirt while they are on a walk–even more so when the sword speaks 
directly to them. This branching narrative focuses on the idea of forging a bond with 
someone or something wholly different from everything you’ve ever known.


